
Guide to Re-opening 
Summary

Updated June 11, 2020



1. As a Kehillah Kedoshah, a sacred Jewish community, we prioritize the health and wellness of all who are a part of our 
congregational family, sharing special concern for those who are most vulnerable and marginalized.

2. As an intergenerational and inclusive synagogue, we are a community organization that must be cautious. We are not a 
business or a restaurant. We must give special attention in our decision making to the needs of those especially susceptible 
to COViD-19, including seniors, people with compromised immune systems, and those with respiratory or cardiac conditions. 
If gathering in person puts people at serious risk, even if it is not the people who are gathering, we must refrain from doing 
so. 

3. The work of the synagogue continues as we wait to return. Adath Emanu-El is not dependent on the building, or even 
gathering in person; it is the community. During the suspension of gathering, we have discovered new ways to fulfill our 
mission that transformed our congregation. Utilizing virtual technology has enabled us to continue meaningful engagement 
through worship, education and programming.  

4. Until there is minimal community spread, the pandemic is declared over, or when the risk of contracting a serious illness 
is felt to be similar to the pre-COVID period, gatherings of the whole congregation together as we are accustomed are 
uncertain.

How, and when, will we reopen?

Though tempting to identify a specific date for when we plan to fully re-open, the nature of the COViD-19 virus and its spread 
makes this virtually impossible. Drawing upon guidelines established by the CDC and other faith communities, we will initiate
the following 4-Phase Plan (Please note: our plan does not exactly follow the phases outlined by State of New Jersey). The 
procedures outlined will be applicable to synagogue gatherings, usage of the facility by synagogue partners, and all who enter 
into a rental agreement with Adath Emanu-El. 
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w ➢ Worship will take place 
virtually. 

➢ B’nai Mitzvah services 
weddings, and funeral services 
can return to the building, 
with immediate family only in 
attendance.

➢ Pastoral appointments and 
meetings will take place 
virtually.

➢ The office can open with 
coordination of staff by the 
Executive Director

➢ Religious School, B’nai 
Mitzvah tutoring, youth and 
teen programming, and all 
adult education will be offered 
exclusively online.

➢ Worship will be offered virtually 
while a limited number of attendees 
may be in the sanctuary

▪ Facemasks must be worn by 
everyone in attendance

▪ No handling of ritual objects, 
including prayer books and 
other printed materials

▪ Attendees should not sing

▪ Food will not be served 

➢ Small-groups can meet based on 
current CDC guidance.

➢ ECC and religious school may open 
based on current CDC guidance

➢ Individual B’nai Mitzvah tutoring and 
meetings may commence in-person 
at the discretion of the Rabbi, 
Cantor, and/or tutor.

➢ Youth and Teen programming, 
family programming, and adult 
education may take place on a case-
by-case basis with a virtual option 
available

➢ Office may open fully with in-
person meetings taking place 
provided all participants wear 
masks and the meeting area is 
sanitized at the conclusion of the 
meeting. 

Phase One Phase Two Phase Three

All Phase 2 guidelines are observed in 
Phase 3 with the exceptions below:
▪ Worship gathering (holiday and 

lifecycle) may take place without the 
consideration of social distancing; 
use of facemasks will be evaluated

▪ Attendance limits may be removed 
for all programs/events/worship 
depending on the nature of the 
program and the location within our 
building

▪ Programming offered through the 
religious school and lifelong learning 
can meet in-person provided specific 
CDC guidelines are followed.  

Phase Four
The only way to reach Phase 4 is 
when the pandemic is declared over, 
or when the risk of contracting a 
serious illness is felt to be similar to 
the pre-COVID period.

Worship, classes, and gatherings 
return with no restrictions 
(pre-Covid-19)

➢ Signage indicating the symptoms of COViD-19 and encouraging people to 
seek medical attention if they have symptoms

➢ Facemasks must be worn at all times when in the building
➢ Temperature checks will be required for those entering the building in 

accordance with CDC guidelines
➢ Hand sanitizer, soap, extra masks, etc. should be available 
➢ Occupancy limits will be set for each room
➢ Rooms must be cleaned and sanitized between usage
➢ Entrance to be used will be determined based on programming
➢ and more based on up-to-date guidelines

Pikuach Nefesh - The preservation of human life takes priority over everything

Facility Protocol


